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\ A ,E ALL know what it is like to be lost to share in the beauty of the kin8dom of God.
\/ \/ forwords.In the face of blrth or death Jesus stillthirsts -for each one ofus.
Y Y we struggle to flnd words to express Perhaps the most distressing of all words,

ouBelves. When we try to meditate on the l2th Wh),? startles us. When Jesus quotes psalm 23:
Station ofthe Cross, we
are often lost for words
in the face ofthe death
ofthe Son ofGod.

As we kneel at thls
Station we can at least
let the words of Jesus
fiom his Cross speakto
our nearts.

The Gospels record
seven 'last words' of
Jesus which Christians
everywhere cherish.

The flrst is a word of
mercy and compassion:
Fother, forgive them,
they do not know
whot they ore doing.
Forgiveness is a word
which brings us straiSht
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My God, My God, why
hove louforsoken me?
we get agllmpse ofthe
lnner passion of Jesus
as he exper iences
the Sodforsakenness
common to so many
people. There is no
human anguish allen to
the dyin8 Jesus.

T h e  s l x t h  w o r d
fiom the cross reveals
s o m e t h i n S  o f  t h e
intimate tenderness
between Father and
Son: Fother into /our
honds I commend my
spirit Christian hlstorl
shows how many saints
followed the example

to the heart ofthe mystery of redemption: the
forSiveness ofslns.This word reminds us that we
are a forSiven people, that forgiveness is always
possible, that none ofus can begh to lmaginethe
extent ofGod's forgiveness in Christ

ForSiveness is personal. So the second word
from the Cross is addressed to the ?ood thief:
I promise you todoy you will be rryith me in
porodise. The promise ofthe dyingJesus to the
dying thief remlnds us ofthe good that remains
in ever), human heart - even to the very end.

The third word is an exDression of dlvine
intimacy and love Womon this is your son; this
ls your mother By thls bequest we all receive
a spiritual mother to help us on our way ofthe
cross.

, thirstThis anguished cryfi"om the parched lips
ofjesus also refers to his longinSfor allhumanity

ofjesus usingthe same prayer at the approach of
their death. lt is a Drayer of utter abandonment
and confidence in the Fatherwho loves divinely.

The last word ofall ls a peacefulacknowledSe-
ment notjustthatthls phase ofthe life ofjesus is
over butthatthe workgiven him bythe Father ls
completed: lt is occomplished.

Each ofthese holy words from the cross can
nourish our own journey offalth, addressing both
our sorrows and our joys, our hopes and fears,
all leading to a tulfllment in God.

I love youjesus my love, above all things.
I reDent with mv whole heart
ofhavinS offended you.
Never permit to separate
myself fi'om you again,
Grantthat I mq, love you always and
then do wlth me whatyou will.


